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12 May 2014
Dear Candidate


Welcome to the NZOIA Sea Kayak 1 assessment course based at Great Barrier Island. Please read the following information carefully.
Dates, Times & Location
The programme will run from Saturday 22nd March until approximately 6pm on Monday 24th March. Please meet your assessors on Saturday at 8.30am at OPC Boat shed (BFG) with a surf and weather report ready to find suitable surf assessment conditions if need be. During this meeting, logistics for the programme will be discussed and there will be an explanation of the self/peer feedback model if you are unfamiliar with it.
Assessors

The assessors for the programme are:

	
	Course Director
	Assessor

	Name

Phone

Email
	
	


The course director will be reviewing your application information prior to the assessment and may contact you with any questions that they might have.  If you need any further information about the assessment process prior to the assessment please contact them.

Food and Accommodation


You will need to organise your own accommodation. 

Catering arrangements are your own responsibility, you will need to bring along enough food for the whole assessment. 
You will be camping out on the first night.
Transport

Transport during the course will be coordinated by the assessors depending on the needs of the programme.  If personal vehicles are used during the programme, it is assumed that the other candidates will contribute to the running costs. You need to organise your own transport to and from the assessment. 

Equipment

Personal: You are expected to turn up to the assessment with all the gear and equipment that you would need for personal trips, guided trips and the instructing of sea kayaking.  This includes items such as repair kits, first aid kits and any other items that would assist you in demonstrating you skills and abilities to the assessors and your model students during the assessment.
Model Students

Generally students on assessments are at various skill and confidence levels.  It is your job to provide a safe and educational experience for them during the client day. 
· Model students (clients) will have their own kayaks, paddles, spray skirts, PFDs only.  These will vary in quality and suitability i.e. doubles and singles. As a candidate group, you may need to help with logistics in getting equipment to the client day (e.g. towing a trailer/meeting an assessor).  Be prepared by each of you bringing extra clothing for your clients in case they are under prepared.
· It is highly recommended that you bring a range of clothing/paddle jackets and equipment to outfit the clients as they will have limited experience of sea kayaking and access to suitable clothing.

· Please bring any other items that you feel would aid yourself and the clients during the assessment. It will go ahead regardless of the weather so anything that can aid all parties involved will be beneficial.
· Please note – you will be working with 2 lots of model students on this assessment. The first group will arrive on Sunday afternoon 12pm for a session of approximately 3-3.5 hours, the second group will arrive on Monday morning at 8.30am – 2pm. Some students may attend both sessions.
Programme
	Day 1 
	Day 2
	Day 3

	Surf session, rescues, weather/navigation theory test  & overnight trip likely to be from Karaka bay to Bradshores Cove
	Return trip, personal paddling, practical weather/navigation/personal rescues / questions
teaching sessions with clients at Karaka bay 
1pm: Session with model students group 1. 
	Model student group 2: guided day trip – meet OPC Boat shed 



Candidate Contacts
	Name
	Location
	Email address
	Phone Number

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Assignments

It can be difficult to assess all aspects of the syllabus over a weekend. To help ease the pressure there is an assignment attached to this letter. Please complete the assignment and bring it with you to the assessment. 

Other Information

Copies of the feedback methods used on assessment, as well as the Assessment Process document have been attached to this letter.

You should already be familiar with the NZOIA Sea Kayak 1 syllabus; this can be accessed from the website http://www.nzoia.org.nz/qualifications/sea-kayaking.  Feedback from past assessments strongly emphasize the value of training.

Fees

The course fee covers less than 50% of the costs to run the assessment scheme.  

This includes: 
   (1) Assessors fees, and expenses of travel to the assessment venue, food and accommodation. 
   (2) Organisational and administrative costs.
   (3) Operational costs of the Technical Sub Committee - the group responsible for monitoring,    
         developing and managing the qualification scheme.  
NZOIA absorbs over 50% of the assessment scheme costs.  This is achieved through significant effort being invested by the executive committee to reduce costs and access funding from organisations such as Sport NZ and Water Safety NZ.  

When a participant withdraws from a course:
· Six weeks or more before the course date, being the application closing date, NZOIA will reimburse the course fee in full or will permit the fee to be transferred to another course.

· After the closing date of the course, the fee is non-refundable. It is transferable under exceptional circumstances (e.g. bereavement, medical reasons), medical certificates/other evidence may be required.

All the best for your assessment.   Should you have any queries please contact myself or the course director. 

Kind Regards

Programme and Membership Manager

03 539 0509            admin@nzoia.org.nz
